
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Katie Jenkins & baby Jack Raymond *Barbara Pearson *Konner Rice (Joyce Laabs’ great grandson)  

*Art Ellis  *Betty Underwood (Wanda Hill’s sister)  

*Mackenzi Crawford (Michael (Samantha) Crawford’s sister)  

On-Going Concerns  
*Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son) *June Denney (Presbytery office) *Randy Allegood (Norma Staton’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Patty Greer (David Kirkland’s aunt) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s 

great granddaughter) *Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother) *Howard Hall 

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother)*Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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 Does anything banish our fears like a simple human touch? In the story of Jesus’ 

transfiguration he touches the disciples to calm their fears when they are in the presence of the 

voice of God. Human touch is something that often comforts us in a time of crisis.  A gentle touch 

on the shoulder from a friend or a hug from a loved one is some of the best grief counseling that 

we can offer.  It signifies that we are present in their time of need, and will continue to be their 

shoulder to cry on, their support.  For John Calvin this was the genius of God.  The creator God, 

whose greatness cannot be contained, is so magnificent that God is willing to come among us to 

reach out, touch us, and still our fears. Jesus’ hand on their shoulders is nothing less than God’s 

touch. God is not simply the brilliant cloud of mystery, and not only a voice thundering from 

heaven, but also a human hand laid upon a shoulder and the words, “Do not be afraid.”  God comes 

to us quietly, gently, that we may draw near and not be afraid.  God’s glory and magnificence is 

only surpassed by God’s willingness to shed them all in order that we might finally recognize 

God’s love and gentleness.  Being followers of Christ, we extend the hope and love that is found in 

Christ to others in the way that we interact on a daily basis with those around us.  We are called to 

take up the cross and follow him, which means living our lives as Christ did. God is so utterly 

extraordinary that he allows all that he hopes for to be communicated in an ordinary human touch 

of compassion 

Even in our own fear we can be a presence of God’s enduring and everlasting love.  

Through our own inequities the Holy Spirit continues to move through us. It is not reserved only 

for Christ, pastors, or church officers to give, but God’s touch is evoked by Christ’s body in the 

world through every letter, text, phone call, and prayer lifted up in the name of the Almighty so 

that we may bring comfort and care to our brothers and sisters when we cannot be there to give 

them God’s compassionate touch. 

The Nicene Creed reads: “We believe that Jesus Christ came down from heaven for us and 

for our salvation. For our sake he was crucified; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 

day he rose again and ascended into heaven.” He defeated sin and conquered death for us. 

Knowing this we can go out and share the gospel with the world.  In doing so, we share the love 

and compassion that Peter, James, and John found in Christ’s touch and follow the command of 

God to listen to Jesus. There is nothing to fear when in the presence of the Lord.  Through the Holy 

Spirit, Christ is with us always. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
Music in the Church: How Special Should We 

Make It? By Jim Elliff 

So how should we integrate moving, meaningful, 

Christ-exalting music into our church’s life?  

Third, Christian music is often to be an offering 

to the congregation from a spiritually-minded 

brother or sister. Paul says “each one has a 

psalm” as if to say, individuals come prepared 

and spiritually ready to sing a psalm (or, by 

extension, a spiritual song or hymn) to the group 

for their edification; or perhaps they are to 

suggest their psalm to the group for corporate 

singing. This does not preclude thinking through 

a song beforehand as opposed to being entirely 

spontaneous, but when offered, it often will give 

the appearance of spontaneity in the meeting 

itself. I know it is entirely out of range for most 

of us to consider this idea at all, but I’m only 

reporting what I’m reading. In the early church, 

people made contributions of their gifts and 

talents for the building up of the body. It was 

part of what it meant to have body-life in the 

church. The meetings were more or less open to 

believers’ gifts—orchestrated by God; not 

chaotic. To think otherwise is to be more a child 

of the Reformation than the New Testament. 

Doug 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Presbyterian Women Board Meeting 

Monday, March 6, 10:00 AM 

Bricks Bible Study 

Monday, March 6, 7:00 PM 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 8, 5:00 PM 

Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, March 12, 8:30 AM 

Ladies’ Evening Circle 

Monday, March 13, 7:00 PM 

PRESCHOOL 

REGISTRATION  

NOW OPEN FOR 2017-2018 
We have programs for ages 1-4. Registration 

forms are available in the church office.  

Congratulations to Katie & G.W. Jenkins 

on the birth of their son 

Jack Raymond Jenkins 

born March 1, 2017. 

Congrats also to big brother, Luca  

and grandmother, Melody Jenkins. 

TUESDAY MORNING 

CIRCLE 

The Tuesday Morning Circle will meet March 14 

at ten o’clock in the Ellen Vereen Parlor. Pam 

Bartosh will teach on James 4:1-10, “Worldliness 

and Pride.” Hostesses will be Virginia Lowman 

and Anne Foster. All ladies are welcome! 

CORNERSTONES 

CALLOWAY GARDENS PLANT SALE 

We will leave at 8:30 AM on Friday, March 24 

and eat lunch at The Country Store and then 

do some shopping in Pine Mountain.  

YOUTH STOCK 

FUNDRAISER 
For our spring youth fundraiser we are selling 

"stock" in our summer trips. Select an envelope 

from the tree in the Fellowship Hall in 

whatever amount you would like to give. Write 

your name on the envelope and return it to the 

church office or place it in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings. Each envelope contains a 

prayer for you to use while our youth are away, 

and each shareholder will receive a postcard 

over the summer and an invitation to our 

shareholders dinner in the fall. Contributions 

will help support our youth going to Montreat 

Youth Conference and camp at Dogwood 

Acres. Please return your envelopes no later 

than Wednesday, April 26. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, February 26 were given to  

the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Stegall and Mr. & Mrs. Otis G. Turner 

by Terry and Susan Turner 

YOUTH NEWS 
BINGO NIGHT AT THE GOLDEN APPLE 
Sunday, March. 5, 5:15-7:00 pm - We will be visiting the Golden Apple assisted living center 

down the street to share in a bingo night with the residents.  Join us for a fun evening of 

intergenerational fellowship!  Meet at the church at 5:15 to ride over together.  Please bring a few 

Bingo prizes for the residents: body wash, tissues, pretty yarn for knitting, socks, fun seasonal 

decor, costume jewelry, etc - things they can actually use.  NO dinner this week. 

DINNER HELPERS NEEDED 
There are a few dates this semester when we will be at church on Sunday evenings and need dinner 

provided.  Please let Katherine know if you can help with dinner on Mar. 12 or Apr. 23.  Thanks! 

REFUGEE EXPLORATION 
Sunday, March 12, 5:00-7:00 pm - We've been hearing a lot about refugees in the media lately, and 

everyone seems to have their opinion on how our country should be handling the refugee crisis; but 

what does it actually mean to be a refugee and how are we as Christians called to respond in 

faith?  Join us at youth group as we explore this together. 

YOUTH SUNDAY PLANNING 
Sunday, March 19, 5:00-7:00pm - We will begin planning for Youth Sunday by developing a 

theme, assigning roles, and working on liturgy.   If you are interested in participating, PLEASE 

MAKE SURE TO BE THERE.  If you are unable to attend but still want to participate, please let 

me know in advance.  There will be opportunities for youth to offer gifts of all types - preaching, 

liturgy reading/writing, music, theater, ushers, etc.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

our youth to show the congregation how diverse and talented our group is! 

DRINK CANS NEEDED 
Please remember to bring your rinsed drink cans to Julie Strickland for the family she is helping. 

The family relies on the money they get from cans for part of their income. Thank you! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ON MARCH 5 
Ben Mathes will be preaching on March 5. We will have a joint Sunday School class in the 

Fellowship Hall with breakfast provided by the Men of the Church beginning at 9:30. Cost is $3 

per person. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH - LENTEN ALMSGIVING 
In Children's Church during Lent we will be talking about the Christian discipline of almsgiving. 

Children will be invited each week to bring an item to be donated to our neighbors in need. This 

week children are asked to bring a loaf of bread (any kind). 
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
I want to thank Bonnie and the kitchen crew for preparing and serving the meal last week. I had a 

very relaxing week in the mountains. This week we fed 125 with 13 cancellations. We had 14 no 

shows.  Again I ask that you cancel by noon on Tuesday if you do not plan to attend. 

MENU for MARCH 8, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Fried Pork Chops, Mashed Potatoes, Chinese Cabbage, Garden Peas, 

Carrot and Raisin Salad, Rolls/Cornbread, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Nutty Butter Banana Pudding, Fudgy Brownie Pudding, Cookies, Ice Cream 

MENU for MARCH 15, 2017 
REGULAR/CHILDREN: Fried Chicken, Livers, Gizzards, Creamed Corn, Turnips, Apricot Glazed 

Carrots, Rolls/Cornbread, English Pea Salad, Salad Bar, Fruit             

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Coconut Cream Pie, Lemon Pie, Cookies, Ice Cream 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

By trusting in God’s promises, we find the world a less frightening place. With God’s comfort and 

His life in our hearts, we should be able to tackle our problems with courage, determination, and 

faith. 

In Christ, Faye 


